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D

ear brothers and

sisters, I have often
thought about how
the Church might make
clear its mission of being
a witness to mercy. It is
journey that begins with a
spiritual conversion. For this
reason, I have decided to call
an extraordinary Jubilee that is to have
the mercy of God at its center. It shall be
a Holy Year of Mercy. We want to live this
Year in the light of the Lord's words: “Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
(cf. Lk 6:36)”

It is not easy to entrust
oneself to God's mercy,
because it is an abyss beyond
our comprehension. But we
must! ... “Oh, I am a great
sinner!” “All the better! Go to
Jesus: He likes you to tell him
these things!” He forgets, He
has a very special capacity for
forgetting. He forgets, He kisses you, He
embraces you and He simply says to you:
“Neither do I condemn you; go, and sin no
more.” (Jn 8:11).

cup indeed overflows
here at Mt.
Carmel. The wide array of
ministries and the support
you give them is evidence
of the fruitfulness of our
stewardship of the gifts
of the Spirit. This annual
Stewardship Report shows that the state
of the parish on all levels is solid, but still
there is no resting on our laurels!
Moving forward as the Spirit prompts us
is essential to our mission. Pope Francis,
by initiating a Jubilee Year of Mercy has
opened up new ways for us to live and
bring the Gospel to others. Jesus who
appeared to St. Faustina told her: “Act
in such a way that all those who come
in contact with you will go away joyful.
Sow happiness about you because you
have received much from God; give,
then, generously to others. They should
take leave of you with their hearts filled
with joy, even if they have no more than
touched the hem of your garment.”

This Holy Year will begin on this coming
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
[December 8, 2015] and will end on
November 20, 2016, the Sunday dedicated
to Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe—and living face of the Father’s
mercy.
I am convinced that the whole Church
will find in this Jubilee the joy needed to
rediscover and make fruitful the mercy of
God, with which all of us are called to give
consolation to every man and woman of
our time. From this moment, we entrust
this Holy Year to the Mother of Mercy, that
she might turn her gaze upon us and watch
over our journey.

D

ear friends, our

Of course that presupposes we have
something to give. And we certainly do.
The challenge is to not become
complacent or ungrateful or even fearful
The Holy Door (above) is the northernmost entrance at St. Peter's
Basilica. It is cemented shut and only opened for Jubilee Years.
Locally, the Diocese of Phoenix will have two Doors of Mercy—one
at St. Simon and Jude Cathedral, the other at the Chapel of the Holy
Cross in Sedona. Visit dphx.org/mercy for dates and times.

lest we hide our light under a
bushel. This Jubilee of Mercy
is a time for us to first get in
touch with the Merciful Love
of the Father and then to
share that love with others.
One of the surest ways to do
this is to follow the Spiritual
and Corporal Works of Mercy. This year
we will have the opportunity to do just
that in big ways and in small ways. So I
ask you to intensify the stewardship of
your time, talent and treasure this year.
Stretch yourself and discover the wonders
of sacrificial giving.
At the beginning of this Jubilee of Mercy
Pope Francis will open the Holy Door
in each of the Major Basilicas in Rome.
Walking through the Holy Door is a
symbolic act of the spiritual commitment
to follow the will of Christ.
Will you dare walk through the Holy
Door of Mercy and come out changed,
more mercifully, more willing to give and
to serve and to love?
Love,

Rev. John M. Bonavitacola
Fr. John B.

works of mercy

corporal

feed the hungry
give drink to the thirsty
clothe the naked
shelter the homeless
visit the sick
visit the imprisoned
bury the dead

Corporal & Spiritual

T

he corporal and

spiritual works of
mercy are charitable
actions by which we come
to the aid of our neighbor
in his spiritual and bodily
necessities.
Everyone is obliged to
perform the works of
mercy according to his own
ability and the need of his
neighbor. It is important
to remember that ordinary
deeds done every day to
relieve the corporal or
spiritual needs of others
are true works of mercy, if
done in the name of Christ.
Taking care of children,

teaching children and adults
about the faith, caring for
elderly parents or a sick
child or spouse are some
examples. Here are some
other practical suggestions
and examples from our own
parishioners:

corporal

1 feed the hungry

See to the proper
nutrition of your loved
ones; support and volunteer
for food pantries, soup
kitchens and agencies that
feed the hungry; avoid
wasting food and share your
meals with others.

"The reason I became a Minister of Care is not because I felt
like it was something I was worthy of doing; rather, I was
answering what became a persistent call from the Lord. In serving
as a Minister of Care I have been fortunate to develop a friendship
with a parishioner for whom coming to Mass is no longer
logistically possible. I know that she appreciates having someone
bring the Eucharist to her, but I feel I am actually getting the
better end of the deal. I would never have otherwise gotten to
know her. I’ve also been fortunate to be able to serve as a MOC
to family members who have been unable to attend Mass after
surgeries and illnesses. Serving as a MOC has brought a joy to my
life I didn’t know was missing. I’m so glad I answered the call
and I look forward to what service the Lord has in store for me."
Wendy Tobin, OLMC parishioner

"Last night I was
unable to sleep. I cried
and prayed that the
Lord would help me and
my children. And here
you come and provide
exactly what I need. You
are the answer."

“We feel good about helping other people, and
we use it as a teaching tool for our children. We
tell them that they may not have everything they
want, but everything they need. We feel called to
return what God has given us.”
St. Vincent de Paul volunteers John & Janet Kovach

Mother of three young children
who received rental assistance and
food from OLMC'S St. Vincent de
Paul Conference

drink to
2 give
the thirsty

What is said of food also
applies to drink. Give
someone a drink on a hot
day; give your baby its
bottle; pour drinks at the
table; lift up your young
child to get a drink at a
water fountain.

3 clothe
the naked

Go through your drawers
and closets and find goodcondition clothes and
shoes to donate to agencies
that provide assistance for
those in need; participate
in programs that provide

spiritual

instruct the ignorant
counsel the doubtful
admonish sinners
bear wrongs patiently
forgive offenses
comfort the afflicted
pray for the living & dead

towels and linens for
hospitals in distressed areas;
volunteer to work at a
clothing drive or at a shelter
where clothing is distributed
to those in need; support the
work of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

4

shelter the
homeless

5

visit the sick

Help elderly neighbors care
for their homes; support/
volunteer at a homeless
shelter; provide support
in the wake of natural
disasters; consider becoming
a foster parent.

Spend quality time with,
or deliver meals to those
who are sick or homebound;

assist those who are fulltime caregivers for family
members; run an errand
for your elderly neighbor
or drive them to a medical
appointment.

the
6 visit
imprisoned

Support or participate in
ministries to those who
are incarcerated; support
programs to rehabilitate
and educate prisoners; pray
for the families of inmates;
support efforts that seek
the abolition of the death
penalty.

7

bury the dead

Be faithful about
attending wakes and
funerals; volunteer at

hospice; spend time with
widows/widowers; offer
daily prayers for those with
terminal illness and those
who have died; send Mass
cards to families of those
who have died.

works of mercy
Corporal & Spiritual

spiritual

to be faithful to Gospel
values; Put an end to gossip
by walking away.

Help others learn the
truths they need to know
to save their souls; Commit
yourself to learning your
Catholic faith and sharing
it with others; share your
knowledge and skills with
others.

3 admonish sinners

the
1 instruct
ignorant

2

counsel the
doubtful

Help others be certain
about what they should
do to love and serve
God; Courageously and
compassionately call others

Avoid near occasions
of sin and help your loved
ones do the same; Go to
confession and encourage
your family to go; If a
friend is making a bad
decision let him know
directly, or indirectly by
your example, that you do
not approve of his actions.

4

bear wrongs
patiently

Work at being less critical
of others; Assume that

"An inmate approached me after a service and said, as
he started to cry, ‘Thank you for coming. Thank you
for bringing the Eucharist. I want to focus on Him now
and help my wife and kids. I do not want to be here,
and I want to change things in my life for the better.’
My concern for the ‘least of these’ is where my heart is in
this ministry. I know how desperate I would feel if I did
not have access to the Eucharist and was unable to receive
Him. And so, it is a blessing to serve those who need and
seek Him most. It is a beautiful blessing to experience 2530 [inmates] singing praises to Our Lord and opening their
hearts to Him in prayer during the Liturgical service."
 Jennifer Green, OLMC Prison Ministry

"For me it has been a
privilege, an honor, and
a blessing to have been
able to bring the precious
gift of the Eucharist to
our homebound brothers
and sisters and catholic
patients at Tempe St.
Luke's Hospital for the
past 9-10 years!"

offenses
the
5 forgive
6 comfort
willingly
afflicted
Pray for those who
have wronged you; ask
forgiveness from others;
let go of grudges.

Offer Masses for your
deceased loved ones; pray
for family and friends and
those who are in great need.

pastoral services /sacraments
from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015

Linda Reichert, OLMC parishioner

people who may have hurt
you did so because they are
enduring pain of their own.

Walk with others through
their pain; encourage
the discouraged person;
sympathize with those who
are grieving.

for the
7thepray
living and
dead
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Graveside
Services

Baptisms

59

Funeral/
Memorial
Masses

First
Reconciliations

2

Diaconate
Candidates

56

101

7

3

Marriages

Received
into Full
Communion

84

95
First
Communions Confirmations
57

Sacrament
of the Sick

11

RCIA

revenue and expenses
Revenue & Expenses by Department
$x1,000
parish admin. support
school admin. support
home and school
little lambs preschool
youth and young adult
religious ed. elementary
youth at risk
kansas city full circle
religious ed. adult
parish music ministry
parish worship
communication/web devel.

revenue and expenses

Revenue

Expenses

Profit

Budget

1,668
2,294
1,826
273
1
3
155
0
0
8
7
0

1,497
2,235
1,757
234
22
39
133
1
38
136
23
66

171
59
69
39
(21)
(36)
22
(1)
(37)
(128)
(16)
(66)

404
(97)
0
(0)
(25)
(41)
(2)
0
(35)
(114)
(17)
(64)

6,236

6,180

55

9

Totals

Detail of Department Revenue
438

970

215
279
229

1,932

* Tithing from Stewardship Households. These

184
50

school tuitions/fees
sunday/holy day collection
stewardship tithe*
festival
other parish
school other
pre-school tuition/fees
scrip/gift card sales (net)
restricted donations
households tithe a minimum of 7% of their
treasure to OMLC. Those living within the
Covenant Agreement have access to all parish
services at no cost.
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Plate Collections $ x 1,000
1400

1,050

700

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

350

0

Social Outreach - Gifts from OLMC
bishop̕s annual charity & development appeal
caritas in veritate international
respect life sunday collection
religious retirement collection
st vincent de paul
the phoenix institute
peter̕s pence collection
holy land collection
all saints newman center
catholic home missions collection
catholic university of america collection
parish families in need
communications collection
friends of the orphans
aid to the women̕s center

total donations

$127,306
5,000
4,555

2,983
2,853

2,000
1,877

1,559

1,000
978

632
600
520
163
163

$152,189

The Catholic
Church has been
called to be
outwardly focused
since Jesus sent
out his disciples.
Did you know
OLMC passes
along a portion
of the blessing it receives?
Our parish not
only encouranges
you to tithe, it
practices what it
preaches!

expense detail
Parish Expenses $ x 1,000

balance sheet
Assets

837
468
225
181
100
178
95
69
52
30
22
23
4

salaries and benefits
parish school support
other (donations, food, etc.)
maintenance
professional services
depreciation
diocesan assessment
phone/utilities
home and school
supplies/books/postage
rent
insurance
religious education

total 2,283

business checking account
boy scouts/milk account
home and school account
money market
catholic community foundation
accounts receivable tuition
other accounts receivable
inventory
prepaid expenses and receivable deposits
furniture and fixtures (value >$2500)
equipment (office and other) (value >$2500)
accumulated depreciation—land improvements
accumulated depreciation—buildings
accumulated depreciation—building improvements
accumulated depreciation—furniture and fixtures
accumulated depreciation—equipment
land
land improvements
buildings
building improvements

total assets

School Expenses $ x 1,000

Liabilities
1,715

144
123
85
66
53
28
23

3

salaries and benefits
other
maintenance
books and supplies
festival expenses
phone and utilities
financial aid
property insurance
rental expense

total 2,240

accounts payable
school memorial fund
dr sheridan fund
mcready vocation/school funds
boy scouts liability
mass book donation
pre-paid tuition
pre-paid registration
pre-paid preschool registration/tuition
deferred revenue
7th grade activity account
other

total liabilities
net assets
total

$
213
6
119
224
62
6
15
162
8
238
277
(558)
(1,612)
(307)
(237)
(121)
35
594
2,188
335

$1,646
$
133
11
11
3
4
2
84
28
11
74
5
11

$377
$1,269
$1,646

prayer

For a Year of Mercy

l

ord jesus christ, you have taught

us to be merciful like the heavenly
Father, and have told us that whoever
sees you sees Him. Show us your face and we
will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus
and Matthew from being enslaved
by money; the adulteress and
Magdalene from seeking happiness
only in created things; made Peter
weep after his betrayal, and assured
Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each
one of us, the words that you spoke to
the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the
gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the invisible
Father,of the God who manifests his power
above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the
Church be your visible face in the world, its

Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also
be clothed in weakness in order that they
may feel compassion for those in ignorance
and error: let everyone who approaches
them feel sought after, loved, and
forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate
every one of us with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may
be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed
enthusiasm, may bring good news to
the poor, proclaim liberty to captives
and the oppressed, and restore sight to
the blind.
We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the
intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy; you
who live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

Thus should one regard us as
servants of Christ and stewards
of the mysteries of God.
1 COR. 4:1
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